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Welcome to the latest Evidence on Demand eBulletin. After an especially busy few
months we're delighted to announce the publication of two new Topic Guides - a guide
to Ecosystem Services and a guide to Leveraging the Private Sector to Promote
Agriculture and Natural Resource-Based Livelihoods. ODI's Steve Wiggins, who coauthored the Private Sector and Agriculture guide, recently delivered a seminar for
DFID livelihoods advisers introducing the content - why not check out a podcast of his
presentation with accompanying slides on our YouTube channel?
There have also been some exciting developments on the e-learning front, with the
launch of our very own learning platform and first two online courses - both in Greening
Development. As always, we encourage you to check out our events page for
upcoming training, talks and conferences in your fields. Read on for a detailed
breakdown of what we've published in the last few months...

New Topic Guides Launched

LEVERAGING THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO PROMOTE
AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCE-BASED
LIVELIHOODS
Written by ODI's Steve Wiggin's and Shadra Keats, this topic guide sets out those
issues which arise when stimulating private investment and introducing initiatives to the
benefit of small-scale and informal farmers, fishers and herders. Namely:
What is known about agricultural growth that reduces poverty, hunger, inequality and
conserves the environment?
What are the respective roles of the public and private sectors for such agricultural
development?
To what extent do policies and investments need to distinguish between different
households?
How are recent DFID-supported initiatives to foster private investment and innovation
in agriculture situated in relation to these roles?
How much is known about the effectiveness of these and other initiatives to foster
private investment and innovation in agriculture and natural resources in promoting
development objectives?
What needs to be done to ensure that these initiatives have development impact, and
avoid potential pitfalls?
What should DFID advisers thus consider when assessing these and other possible
initiatives?
To accompany the publication of this Topic Guide, Steve Wiggins has recorded an

introductory podcast. Listen to his talk, with slides, on our YouTube channel. The slides
from an extended version of Steve's presentation - delivered at a DFID seminar for
livelihoods advisers - are available in our library here. A summary of key topics of
conversation and issues raised at the seminar is also available for download from our
library here.

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES
Written by IIED's Dilys Roe, the purpose of this Topic Guide is to help DFID advisers
and other development professionals integrate the issue of ecosystem services into
project and programme design processes. It is expected that after working through the
guide, readers will fully understand the value of ecosystem services and their potential
role in achieving sustainable poverty reduction.
The Topic Guide reviews the broad evidence around the links between ecosystem
services and human well-being and highlights the risks and opportunities that need to
be considered in core development sectors including infrastructure, disaster risk
reduction, health and private sector development. It provides some specific guidance
on how (and whether) a consideration of ecosystem services can be integrated into
development decision-making.

New Helpdesk Reports
High volume transport: Rapid assessment of research gaps in road engineering and
technical aspects
This is a rapid desk based study on research gaps in road engineering and technical
aspects of high volume transport in Low Income Countries (LICs).
Rapid desk-based study: Research gaps in rail engineering and technical aspects of
high volume transport in low income countries
This report describes the gaps identified in the available research on the technology of
railways for low income countries.
Rapid desk-based study: The economic impact of road traffic accidents and injuries in
developing countries
This study has identified the evidence and gaps in evidence that exists on the
economic impact of road traffic accidents and injuries on developing countries. It
included an assessment of whether road safety is of macroeconomic significance and
has indicated what the strategies and countermeasures are that can be implemented
to hasten the reduction of road traffic accidents and the associated economic losses.
Mapping donors: Key areas for tackling illegal wildlife trade (Asia and Africa)
A rapid review of evidence was conducted to map the main donor and implementing
partners in elephant and rhino conservation across African source and transit states
and Asian transit and market states. The purpose of this review was to provide
information to assist in designing a challenge fund to support the conservation of
primarily rhino and elephant, amongst other species, through a reduction in poaching.
The report provides an overview of patterns of funding and coverage, and identifies

important gaps.
Evidence on Demand summary: Expert review of DFID internal paper on regional
power in Africa
In response to growing recognition of the energy crisis affecting Africa, DFID have
been investigating what the current status of regional infrastructure is. Evidence on
Demand was requested by DFID to provide a senior expert to undertake a peer review
of a draft internal paper on regional power infrastructure in Africa in order to further
inform DFID's future thinking in this area.
Evidence on Demand summary: Rapid desk based study of international trade rules on
developing country fisheries sectors
A study was commissioned to briefly introduce some of the key factors affecting
developing countries ability to trade in fisheries internationally. The study identified
some key facts associated with global fisheries and fish trade and then briefly outlined
the current situation concerning international trade rules and restrictions that might
have an effect on developing country fisheries.

New Consultancy Services Reports
Independent monitoring and oversight of sanitation and hygiene programme, Zambia
This brief summary outlines the work that was conducted to provide independent
monitoring and technical oversight for a £19 million Sanitation and Hygiene
Programme being implemented by UNICEF. This highly ambitious programme aims to
ensure that three million additional rural Zambians are utilising improved sanitation and
hygiene behaviours by 2015.
Review of the economic analysis and due diligence of the CASA-1000 project and
Rogun HPP assessment studies
This summary outlines the work that was conducted to support the World Bank and
DFID in reviewing the economic analysis and due diligence of the CASA 1000 Project
and Rogun HPP Assessment Studies.
Annual review: Urban Partnerships for Poverty Reduction (UPPR)
The Urban Partnerships for Poverty Reduction (UPPR) programme sets out to improve
the livelihoods and living conditions of 3 million poor people in cities and towns across
Bangladesh. The introductory section of this annual review looks at what support the
UK is providing, the expected results and the context in which UK support is provided.
Section A presents detailed scoring of the programme outputs. Section B covers the
results and value for money.
Final Report: Climate for development in Africa (ClimDev) - Climate sciences and
services for Africa - Strategic research opportunities for ClimDev
The Climate for Development in Africa (ClimDev-Africa) Programme is an initiative of
the African Union Commission (AUC), the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa (UNECA) Africa Climate Policy Centre (ACPC) and the African Development
Bank (AfDB). The purpose of this report is to present the ClimDev Partnership with a

much narrower set of strategic research options by which ACPC and AfDB in particular
could establish a unique presence in the realm of climate research and resilience
planning.
Options for agriculture in the 2015 international climate change agreement
This paper provides possible options for advancing agriculture's inclusion in the 2015
climate change agreement.
Benchmarking: Building the evidence base to maximise value for money for UK
International Climate Fund (UK ICF) projects
The UK International Climate Fund (ICF), set up in 2011, is designed to help
developing countries adapt to climate change, embark on low carbon growth and
tackle deforestation. This study was commissioned to provide an improved
understanding of the use of benchmarks and thresholds for assessing the value for
money (VfM) of international clean energy and energy efficiency projects.
Early value-for-money adaptation: Delivering VfM adaptation using iterative
frameworks and low-regret options
The Early VfM Adaptation Report is to set out the latest thinking on how to maximise
value for money from adaptation programming.
Early VfM AdaptationToolkit: Delivering value-for-money adaptation with iterative
frameworks & low-regret options
The aim of this toolkit is to help DFID advisers to design adaptation projects or
portfolios that maximise value-for-money.
Final report: Efficiency analysis of classroom infrastructure for primary education in
Bangladesh
The principle objective of this study is to recommend ways for efficiency gains in
school infrastructure construction in Bangladesh.
Evidence on Demand consultancy summary. Camogli Hospital Tristan da Cunha
concept design and specification development
This is a synopsis of the Concept Design and Specification Development (CDSD) of
Camogli Hospital in Tristan da Cunha that was completed for DFID by Evidence on
Demand in June 2014. The CDSD will be used in the expression of interest and
Invitation to Tender process.

New Evidence on Demand E-Learning Platform Launched
We are delighted to announce the launch of our Learning Zone!
This new e-learning portal contains two courses on Greening Development, developed
by the Institute of Development Studies, which take you through the OECD's Five-Step
Framework for Greening Development via interactive tasks and detailed case studies.
Whether using the entry-level or in-depth course, these are excellent resources for

anyone looking to expand their knowledge on important climate and environmental
issues.
Don't miss out on these free-to-access learning materials - sign up today:
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