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Welcome to the latest edition of the Evidence on Demand eBulletin in
which we're delighted to announce the publication of another two Topic
Guides. The first, written by Engineers Against Poverty's John Hawkins,
Jill Wells and Bernadine Fernz, focuses on maximising the benefits to the
poor from infrastructure programmes aimed at increasing growth. While
the second, written by ODI's Katie Peters and International Alert's Janani
Vivekanandae, looks at the complex relationship between conflict climate
and environment. We've also got a brand new video presented by MWH's
Adrian Johnson which gives a comprehensive overview of the Evidence
on Demand Topic Guide he co-authored on Carbon Management in
infrastructure.

Check out what DFID's Rachel Lambert has to say on the release of the
first technical brief from The Global Panel on Agriculture and Food
Systems for Nutrition, in our latest Talking Point. Plus, as always, we
encourage you to browse our events and training directory for upcoming
courses and events in our key thematic areas.

New Topic Guides Published

Maximising the benefits to the poor from infrastructure programmes
aimed at increasing growth

Written by Engineers Against Poverty's John Hawkins, Jill Wells and
Bernadine Fernz, this Topic Guide provides advisers with an overview of
how the poor can benefit from economic infrastructure projects. It focuses
on projects that principally aim to boost economic growth and industrial
development. In these projects, directly reducing poverty is likely to be a
secondary outcome. In addition, it examines the potential for the
infrastructure associated with the extractives sector to serve broader
development goals.
Conflict, climate and environment
Written by ODI's Katie Peters and International Alert's Janani
Vivekanandae , this Topic Guide focuses on violent conflict at the subnational, national and trans-boundary level in relation to natural
resources, climate variability, climate change and environmental change.
It concentrates on longer-term development objectives to build resilience,
support adaptation, create peace and address underlying causes of
vulnerability.

We've just added a full list of Evidence on Demand Topic Guides
which will be updated on a quarterly basis - check it out here.

First Evidence on Demand Video Released

We're delighted to announce the release of our new video - an overview
of our Topic Guide on Carbon Management of Infrastructure Services. In
this short film one of the guide's authors, Adrian Johnson from MWH,
takes you through the principles and practice of carbon management in
infrastructure before moving onto a worked example of how to calculate
the total embodied and operational carbon footprint of a pumping station
and pipeline project. If you want to skip straight to the worked example,
then fast forward to 5:41.
You can watch the video through our YouTube channel via our

website here.

Latest Talking Point
The Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition has
launched its first technical brief. Here, DFID's Rachel Lambert, who
works in the Agriculture Research Team, explains why this so
significant...
The Rome Declaration and Framework from the Second International
Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) set out a globally agreed path to tackling
both undernutrition and overnutrition, and in both developed and
developing countries. This reflects a major shift in thinking around
nutrition issues.
The Global Panel on Agriculture and Food Systems for Nutrition at an
Event at ICN2, launched a technical brief which brings to the fore the
importance of policy intervention around food systems and role they can
play in delivering better health outcomes. This aims to open up policy
space on issues of access and availability of good quality diets. This is an
area where we can anticipate growing demand for evidence and policy
advice from countries in the next few years, as they seek to protect
themselves from the double burden of over and under-nutrition.
Download the technical brief in full
Download the summary brief
Watch the animated video of the technical brief

New from our Helpdesk
Political considerations relevant to energy and economic growth
This rapid desk-based study was undertaken to identify evidence on
institutional/political considerations linking large scale energy investments
and economic growth. The review is based on DFID's draft Business
Proposition: Energy and Economic Growth in Low Income Countries
(EEG), and is intended to inform the preparation of a more detailed
Business Case.
Understanding the relative strength of climate signals compared to
other expected development results
This rapid desk-based study was undertaken to provide evidence for
understanding the relative strength of climate signals compared to other
expected development results. The work is intended to help decision
makers understand some of the trends that are arising and how this is
impacting vulnerability to climate change in specific contexts.
A review of evidence, agreements, concepts and tools relating to
participatory agricultural research
This is a rapid desk based study to provide an overview of evidence,
agreements, concepts and tools relating to participatory agricultural

research. The review was undertaken using both peer reviewed and grey
literature from the major development agencies (both multilateral and
national), national and international research institutes and think tanks,
and regional and subregional research organisations.
Evidence to support improved solid waste management in Sierra
Leone
This rapid desk-based study was undertaken to provide evidence for
supporting the improvement of solid waste management in Bo City,
Sierra Leone.
The impact of large scale land acquisitions on water resources - a
background note
This note considers the potential benefits of foreign direct investment
(FDI) for water resources management, adverse impacts of FDI on water
resources, improving the development impact of land acquisitions, and
the risks of land acquisitions for investors. It also discusses possible
areas of further investigation.

New from our Consultancy Services
Barriers to infrastructure service delivery in Sub-Saharan Africa and
South Asia Castalia Strategic Advisors
This review summarises selected literature on gaps in infrastructure
services in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, and on the barriers that
stand in the way of scaling up infrastructure.

Have you signed up to our E-Learning portal yet?
A little reminder about our new e-learning portal... At present the portal
hosts two courses on Greening Development, developed by the Institute
of Development Studies. These take you through the OECD's Five-Step
Framework for Greening Development via interactive tasks and detailed
case studies. Whether using the entry-level or in-depth course, both are
excellent resources for anyone looking to expand their knowledge on
important climate and environmental issues.
Don't miss out on these free-to-access learning materials - sign up today.
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