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Welcome to the latest Evidence on Demand eBulletin. After a busy couple of
months we're excited to announce the publication of two much-anticipated Topic
Guides - the first an introduction to Water Security and Economic Development, and
the second an overview of Agricultural Productivity in developing countries.

Our consultancy services desk has also been busy, with published outputs including
the Science for Humanitarian Emergencies and Resilience (SHEAR) Scoping Study
and a draft report on the Options for Agriculture in the 2015 International Climate
Change Agreement. As always, we welcome your feedback on all of our services
and knowledge products but this week we're particularly seeking comment on the
Options for Agriculture draft, to feed into the final report. Please do send your
comments to enquiries@evidenceondemand.org by this Friday, 20 June.

New Topic Guides Launched

WATER SECURITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Written by Tom Quick and James Winpenny, this guide sets out how too little water
(scarcity), too much water (flooding) and poor quality water (pollution) put sustained
economic growth at risk and can reduce GDP by up to a third. It sets out the critical
need to invest in the information, institutions, and infrastructure to manage water
resources and move towards a water secure world.

It also highlights the pervasive water risks that most of DFID's focal countries
already face and the likelihood that these will only increase as water demand
increases and water supply becomes more erratic because of climate change.

Moving towards water security entails managing the resource so that there is
sufficient water for drinking and human wellbeing, to support healthy ecosystems,
and to underpin productive uses in agriculture, energy and industry at the same time
as protecting human and economic resources from water-related hazards.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTIVITY
Written by Peter Hazell, this comprehensive guide provides an overview of the ways
in which agricultural productivity has been successfully raised in developing
countries, and of the social, economic and environmental consequences. It draws
on the available evidence base, and highlights areas where important knowledge

gaps still remain.

The guide begins by defining key concepts and measurement approaches related to
agricultural productivity, then provides a global review of past patterns of production
growth and the contributions of productivity growth. There follows an exploration of
the sources of productivity growth, including the role of agricultural research in
developing new technologies and management practices, and the social and
economic constraints that may prevent their widespread adoption.

The guide also contains a review of the evidence on how improved technologies
impact on the poor, both within the areas where the technologies are adopted and
through spillover benefits or costs that may affect wider populations. It examines the
impact of new technologies and farming practices on the environment, and
addresses the specific problem of restoring prior levels of agricultural productivity in
conflict areas. Throughout the guide, special attention is given to the implications for
women and poor farmers, and the types of policies that can facilitate better
productivity, economic, social and environmental outcomes.

New Helpdesk Reports
Rapid desk-based study: donor and partner programmes in sustainable forest
management and fuelwood value chains in Eastern and Southern Africa
This study has identified key areas of need, bilateral donors, multilateral
development banks (MDBs), other actors and their local partners currently working
on forestry and fuelwood energy issues in eastern and southern Africa. It also
highlights programmes in which they are involved, the component of value chains
supported, countries of operation, examples of success, key challenges
experienced, and opportunities for engagement.

Evidence of the contribution to stabilisation of transport infrastructure
Transport infrastructure is central to the growth and development of a country and a
crucial element in improving the quality of life of citizens. Infrastructure acts as the
mainstay of growth and social wellbeing - boosting employment, reducing the high
costs of accessing markets, providing ways of accessing isolated communities, and
ensuring the provision of basic services. It is equally at the heart of stabilisation
missions in the quest to rebuild a coherent post-conflict state, particularly in its
contribution to stabilisation through confidencebuilding in the post-conflict regime.

New Consultancy Services Reports

Options for agriculture in the 2015 international climate change agreement [DRAFT]
This paper provides possible options for advancing agriculture's inclusion in the
2015 climate change agreement.
NB This paper is a draft and we are seeking comment to feed into the final report.
Please email enquiries@evidenceondemand.org by Friday 20 June.

Options for agriculture in the 2015 international climate change agreement.
Summary of the main report
This report has been produced with the assistance of DFID as a discussion
document to help Parties think through different approaches to addressing
agriculture under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). Five options for agriculture are outlined.

Final report: Science for Humanitarian Emergencies and Resilience (SHEAR)
scoping study
This scoping study was prepared to provide evidence in support of the Science for
Humanitarian Emergencies and Resilience (SHEAR) research programme on risk
assessments and early warning systems. The main focus of the programme is on

weather-related hazards (e.g. cyclones, floods, droughts, landslides) for
humanitarian and development purposes in low-income countries across Africa, the
Caribbean and South Asia.

SHEAR scoping study: Annex 1 - Results of a stakeholder questionnaire
Annex 1 presents the results of a stakeholder survey detailing the findings of an
internet-based survey aimed at practitioners, and to a lesser degree researchers,
based in or working in the three regions, asking them about the effectiveness of
early warning systems and risk assessments.

SHEAR scoping study: Annex 3 - Early warning system and risk assessment case
studies
Annex 3 details 7 case studies in Africa, 3 in South Asia and 1 in the Caribbean and
the research requirements from a community-based perspective.

SHEAR scoping study: Annex 4 - Current initiatives and research priorities for the
Caribbean
Research undertaken in the Caribbean is often poorly documented and
disseminated. As a consequence, the Caribbean Institute for Meteorology and
Hydrology carried out a short study to identify current relevant initiatives and to
detail research gaps and needs.

SHEAR scoping study: Annex 5 - Workshop report, London, 9 December 2013
This annex summarises the discussion from a workshop attended by approximately
40 UK-based researchers and some users of information such as NonGovernmental Organisations working in Africa, the Caribbean and South Asia.

SHEAR scoping study: Annex 6 - Notes from Caribbean workshop and stakeholder
engagement
This annex summarises the engagement with Caribbean stakeholders that took
place via the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) eighth
annual Caribbean Conference on Comprehensive Disaster Management, 2 to 6
December 2013, and the third International Conference on Climate Services (ICCS),
3 to 6 December 2013, both of which were held in Montego Bay in Jamaica.

SHEAR scoping study: Annex 7 - Notes from African workshop
This report provides a summary of the DFID SHEAR half day workshop held on 29
January 2014 at the United Nations (UN).

Final report: Assessing the impact of ICF programmes on household and
community resilience to climate variability and climate change
This report details the findings of a short assignment to review existing
methodologies for measuring resilience and to present a methodology for the
measurement of resilience that allows UK's International Climate Fund ( ICF)
projects to report against certain ICF Key Performance Indicators (KPIs).

Sign up for GCAP's Adaptation Academy this
August
The Global Climate Adaptation Partnership (GCAP) is hosting its annual Oxford
Adaptation Academy (in the UK) this August. The Academy is run jointly between
GCAP and the University of Oxford's Smith School of Enterprise and the
Environment (SSEE).
Using GCAP's unique professional development model, the Academy enables
participants to develop technical and leadership skills through the use of their own
workplace-related projects and practical case studies.
GCAP would like to extend an invitation to you and/or any of your colleagues to
apply for the course. Please visit the course's website for more information.
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