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Welcome to the latest Evidence on Demand eBulletin. The first few months
of 2014 have seen the publication of critically acclaimed new Topic Guides
for each of our cadres, with titles focusing on Land, Blended Finance in
Infrastructure, Strategic Environmental Assessments, and Carbon
Management of Infrastructure Services.

Thought-provoking new reports from our helpdesk tackle topics as diverse
as rhino poaching in sub-Saharan Africa; the potential for establishing a
road authority in Afghanistan; the impact of social issues on market
engagement in rural Zimbabwe, and flood defence systems in western
Sudan. Reports from our consultancy services are proving consistently
popular and do check out our events directory for the latest training days,
conferences and courses in our key thematic areas.

New Topic Guides for all Three Cadres

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS IN PRACTICE
This comprehensive guide by Gil Yaron and Peter Nelson provides a
synthesis of findings from eight international studies of SEAs, primarily
written over the past decade. Typically, they are literature reviews, although
some incorporate stakeholder views on SEAs with enough elapsed time to
assess the impacts in broad terms.

CARBON MANAGEMENT IN INFRASTRUCTURE
Written by Paul Jowitt and Adrian Johnson, this provides an overview of the
assessment and management of carbon emissions from infrastructure in
developing countries. It sets infrastructure carbon management in context
and provides commentary on relevant trends and significant impacts with
respect to wider development of the urban environment.
On a practical level, the guide sets out a framework and technical guidance
to assist the practitioner plan, direct and/or influence carbon management
for infrastructure in less developed countries, drawing on international
standards and best practice. It also provides some specific guidance on
assessing and managing carbon emissions in the energy, water, transport
and waste sectors, as well as emissions, resulting from changes in land use
or other emissions arising as a consequence of infrastructure services.

LAND
Written by the ODI's Anna Locke and Giles Henley, this Topic Guide covers
the trends in and drivers of large-scale land acquisition, and the associated
costs, risks and benefits; the provision of and access to more accurate data
on large-scale land acquisitions, and key international and regional
initiatives to provide guidelines to enhance security of tenure and promote

good quality investment; land reform issues such as land tenure
regularisation and land administration systems; and land issues in the
context of fragile states, and conflict and post-conflict situations.
Three in-depth case studies to accompany this Topic Guide are also
available in our library:
Rwanda Land Tenure Regularisation Case Study
Mozambique Land Policy Development Case Study
Case Study on Land in Burma

BLENDED FINANCE FOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND LOW-CARBON
DEVELOPMENT
Written by the ODI's Shakira Mustapha, Annalisa Prizzon and Mikaela
Gavas, this guide provides an overview of both the theory and practice of
blended finance. Blended finance is defined as the complementary use of
grants (or grant-equivalent instruments) and non-grant financing from
private and/or public sources to provide financing on terms that would make
projects financially viable and/or financially sustainable. Given that certain
infrastructure investments may not be commercially viable, innovative
instruments have been sought to close this 'viability gap' and make a larger
number of projects bankable. By blending grants with loans, this innovative
approach to development finance aims to achieve a number of objectives from increasing the volume of development finance in a context of
constrained resources, to increasing the viability of investments, to
enhancing the overall effectiveness of aid.

New Helpdesk Reports

Report summary: Review of infrastructure funding
This rapid desk based study was undertaken to provide a summary of
qualitative and quantitative analyses of DFID's work in the infrastructure
sector in comparison with other established donors, and to present a global
overview of bilateral and multilateral agencies' investment strategies in the
infrastructure sector.
Livelihoods monitoring and evaluation: A rapid desk based study
This report is the outcome of a rapid desk study to identify and collate the
current state of evidence and best practice for monitoring and evaluating
programmes that aim to have a livelihoods impact.
Correlation and causation between energy development and economic
growth
This study summarises current economic literature that attempts to analyse
the relationship between electricity access/availability and economic growth.
It also explores how energy policies have contributed to the development of
the energy and economic growth.
Challenging Behaviour Unit ST Helena: Technical review of proposals
This report is an independent desk-based technical review of the design
and supporting specification for the proposed Challenging Behaviour Unit
(CBU) on St Helena, focussing on compliance with building regulations and
suitability of the proposals to meet the needs of the particular client group.
A study of evidence in mainstreaming social inclusion into programmes
promoting agricultural productivity and access to markets among the rural
poor
This study is a rapid assessment of the evidence regarding effective
approaches to promoting agricultural productivity and improving access to
markets, across different social groups of the rural poor, with a particular

focus on those at risk of exclusion.
How social issues affect market engagement and livelihoods strategies among the rural poor in Zimbabwe
This study set out to inform the development of detailed design work for two
components of the new Livelihoods and Food Security Programme being
supported by DFID Zimbabwe.
Evidence on Demand summary: Technical review of the proposed
modifications to Abu Shouk check structures
Evidence on Demand was requested to undertake a review of the proposed
modifications and reconstruction of the Abu Shouk Check Structures.
Rapid desk based study: Factors at country level influencing choice in
utilisation of energy resource potential
This report presents the findings of a rapid desk based study into the factors
affecting choice of energy resource utilisation (with a focus on electricity
generation).
Rapid desk-based evidence search to support a business case for support
to Afghanistan's transport, energy and water infrastructure sectors
A mini-review covering Afghanistan's economy and growth, infrastructure
and the extractives industries, infrastructure in fragile and conflict-affected
states, the role of civil society/user groups in service delivery quality,
examples of willingness to pay for infrastructure services, infrastructure
needs in Asia (energy and water), and a summary of an evaluation of a
decade of World Bank transport sector funding.
Global experiences of road authorities to inform development of a road
authority in Afghanistan
This report summarises the global experiences of Road Authorities (RA) in
order to inform DFID's support to the infrastructure and transport sectors in
Afghanistan.

Land and conflict in Sierra Leone: A rapid desk-based study
This report presents the results of a rapid desk-based review of academic
and grey literature on land issues in Sierra Leone, with a particular focus on
literature from 2002 onwards.
Research and evidence on green growth
This rapid desk-based study was commissioned to identify current and
recently concluded research on green growth relevant to developing
countries, and suggest where further research on these issues could best
add value.

Rapid desk based evidence search and gap analysis on environmental
degradation and pollution in developing countries
This study has collated information on the role that pollution (focussing on
air, water and soil pollution) has played in environmental degradation and

the consequences of such degradation for human well-being and poverty.
Rhino poaching: How do we respond?
This report outlines the main actors in rhino conservation, the major main
threats to rhinos in the 'Big 4' range states (Zimbabwe, Kenya, South Africa
and Namibia) which together conserve almost 99% and 96% of Africa's wild
white and black rhino respectively, and offers a review of a range of
possible policy responses.

New Consultancy Services Reports

The Rebound Effect for Developing Countries: Phase 1 Final Report
This paper presents the evidence of an extensive review of the literature on
rebound effects for energy efficiency and renewable energy measures. The
objective of the paper is to provide the Department for International
Development (DFID), the International Climate Fund (ICF) and potentially
other agencies with a guide for the inclusion of rebound effects into option
appraisals.
Household Registration and Targeting in the Hunger Safety Net Programme
2
This short report outlines the rationale behind the targeting approach for the
Kenya Hunger Safety Net Programme (HSNP).

Climate and Environment Assessments
(CEAs)

CEA: Support to the Transparency and Accountability Initiative
CEA: Business Case for Support to the Open Government Partnership
CEA: Business Case for Commercial Law and Justice Programme

DFID Livelihoods Cadre Opportunity
DFID has a number of advisory vacancies that may arise over the next 12
month period. In order to meet this need we are creating a talent pool of
DFID Advisers. DFID's A2/G7 Livelihoods Advisers have an in-depth
knowledge, from a number of developing country contexts, on a broad
range of issues related to the livelihoods of poor people, particularly in a
rural-based context. A2/G7 advisers work with teams of DFID staff working
on country strategy and lead on programmes and/or policy and research.
DFID is particularly interested in candidates who demonstrate some
combination of technical knowledge and experience in: agricultural growth &
rural development; food & nutrition security; rural markets, value chains &
trade; adaptation to climate change & social protection measures in relation
to agriculture, rural development and poor people's livelihoods; international
and regional trade in commodities; specialist expertise in international
forestry/forest governance and possibly specialist expertise in the
governance and development of other common/shared pool resources;
experience of research and evaluation methods and approaches; together
with a demonstrable experience of leadership, management and strategic
thinking.
For more information visit the Civil Service Careers Site.
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