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Season's greetings and welcome to the final Evidence on Demand eBulletin of
2013. It's been an exciting and productive year for the team here, and we'd like
to thank you all for your ongoing support and collaboration. Our reputation for
producing, housing and disseminating high quality knowledge products
continues to grow, thanks to our dynamic community of development
professionals. Besides the launch of our latest Topic Guide, this issue contains a
round-up of recent Helpdesk reports, Climate and Environment Assessments
and Consultancy reports. Plus, we've got an overview of recent DFID training
events and a look ahead to what's coming up in the New Year when we launch
our e-learning platform. Beyond our own knowledge products, we highlight an
exciting new series of books from IFPRI tackling the topic of agriculture and
climate change across Africa, as well as a link to the International Food Security
Assessment 2013-2023 from the US Department of Agriculture - new to our
library.

New Topic Guide Launched

We're pleased to announce the publication of the latest Evidence on Demand
Topic Guide: Provision and Improvement of Housing for the Poor. The purpose

of this guide is to stimulate thinking about the ways in which investment in the
process of housing can benefit the poor. The complexity of housing can prove
daunting for development practitioners. Housing development, especially for the
poor, requires a relatively long-term perspective and the capacity to integrate
resources from multiple sectors. This can be challenging for agencies that are
used to functioning in sectoral silos of expertise. For those who persevere with
housing, however, the rewards can be substantial because of the wide range of
interrelated outcomes that result.
DOWNLOAD THE GUIDE >

Professional Development
Livelihoods training events material now available
The DFID livelihoods cadre recently held two training events on Social
Protection and Land. Each dynamic event comprised presentations and
facilitated discussion from leading experts in these fields - both from DFID and
external organisations. Worked examples and case studies formed the
backbone of each day, with the aim of really getting to grips with the evidence
base in each area. Feedback from the Land event is helping with development
of the upcoming Evidence on Demand Topic Guide on Land by ODI's Anna
Locke, who led discussion on the day. An overview of each training event is
available in our library.
DOWNLOAD THE SOCIAL PROTECTION EVENT SUMMARY >
DOWNLOAD THE LAND EVENT SUMMARY >

External Publications

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) has this month
published the third in its series on the impact of climate change on African

agriculture: Climate Change and Agriculture in East Africa. The book - which
examines the food security threats facing 11 countries in East and Central Africa
- is produced in collaboration with the CGIAR Research Programme on Climate
Change, Agriculture and Food Security (CCAFS), the Association for
Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and Central Africa (ASARECA),
and scientists from each of the countries studied. Using sophisticated modelling
and available data to develop future scenarios and explore a range of climate
change consequences for agriculture, food security, and resource management,
the book offers recommendations to national governments and regional
agencies.
"There are two main ways the book can be helpful to policymakers," said
Timothy Thomas, an IFPRI research fellow. "First, the detailed maps on
projected productivity changes to key crops will help readers identify climate
'hotspots' where intervention should be made a priority. Second, the book pulls
together projections of changes in climate, population, income, and agricultural
technology, and looks into the future to show what this means for each country
in terms of agricultural productivity, food security, and nutrition."

DOWNLOAD THE BOOK THROUGH OUR LIBRARY >
The other books in the series are also available through our library:

DOWNLOAD WEST AFRICAN AGRICULTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE >
DOWNLOAD SOUTHERN AFRICAN AGRICULTURE AND CLIMATE
CHANGE >
Published earlier this year, the United States Department of Agriculture's
International Food Security Assessment 2013-2023 is now accessible through
our library. Although significant gains have been made in improving diets in lowand middle-income countries over the last 10 years, government policymakers,
international development organisations and other stakeholders remain
concerned about international food security. The volatility in global food prices
since the late 2000s has heightened this concern. This report provides a
quantitative assessment of the short-term (2013) and longer term (2023) food
security status for 76 low- and middle-income countries to help support
decisions on the allocation of food and development assistance.

DOWNLOAD THE REPORT THROUGH OUR LIBRARY >

E-Learning

Our new e-learning platform will be launched early in the New Year with a
Foundation Course on Greening Development - aimed at helping those
development professionals without specialist knowledge of climate and
environment issues to mainstream C&E into their poverty reduction
programmes. Watch this space!
January also sees the launch of the World Bank's first Massive Open Online
Course (MOOC) on climate change. It will present the most recent scientific
evidence as well as some of the opportunities for urgent action on climate
change. It also covers the latest knowledge and information based on cuttingedge research.
LEARN MORE HERE >

New to the Evidence on Demand Document
Library
HELPDESK REPORTS
Sourcing examples of policy and programming practice for empowering women
in a rural context
This report presents the results of a scoping exercise in preparation for potential
eLearning modules on Empowering Women in a Rural Context for DFID's
livelihoods cadre.
Rhino poaching: How do we respond?
This report outlines the main actors in rhino conservation and the major main
threats to rhinos in the 'Big 4' range states.
Rapid desk-based review: Population and poaching of African rhinos across

African range states
A review of numbers and poaching rates of African rhinos in the four rangestates: Kenya, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe.

Rapid desk-based study: Nepal road safety
This study set out to assess the strength of the evidence base for supporting
strategic road safety investments and activities in Nepal.
Climate smart agriculture: Mapping guidance on climate change
This report is the result of a desk-based study that reviewed 14 examples of
guidance on agriculture and climate adaptation and was commissioned to help
inform whether a new Topic Guide would be relevant and useful for DFID.
Evidence on Demand summary: Review of UK Research Council environmental
policies
This short assignment provides an overview of the current state of Research
Council UK's (RCUK) environmental policies, procedures and guidelines.

Evidence on Demand summary: Stocktake of DFID Work in Support of
Agricultural Development, with a focus on Africa
DFID requested the services of the Evidence on Demand helpdesk to conduct a
stocktake of the agricultural programmes and initiatives which they support in
Africa. This assignment involved summarising relevant programme documents
that describe DFID's involvement in current, planned and completed
programmes.

Resource scarcity and environment: Review of evidence and research gap
analysis
This report presents the results of a rapid, desk-based review of current and
recently concluded (since 2008) research into resource scarcity and its effects
on the environment, environmental resources, growth and poverty in developing
countries, together with an assessment of research and evidence gaps in the
same area.

Review: Crowdfunding for development initiatives
This study provides a summary of crowdfunding initiatives that support
developing country entrepreneurs. The purpose of the paper is to present an
overview of the crowdfunding industry to help DFID assess the need and value
of supporting such initiatives - particularly for climate and environment
innovations.

CLIMATE AND ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENTS
CEA: Business Case for support to the Constitutional Review Process in Sierra
Leone

CEA: Women's Economic Empowerment and Growth in Low Income Countries:
a global research Programme (2013-2018)

CEA: Business case for support to Bond on NGO effectiveness, transparency
and joint civil society action

CEA: Tackling acid and burns violence: ASTI Asia regional programme

CONSULTANCY SERVICE REPORTS
Annual Review: Improved Water, Sanitation & Hygiene in Rural Areas of
Zimbabwe (Rural WASH Programme - (RWP))
This is the report of the first Annual Review of the Rural WASH Programme
(RWP) managed by UNICEF in Zimbabwe. The review was conducted from 30
April-16 May 2013 by three independent Consultants.

Paper: On the potential of NGOs to build resilience to climate extremes and
disasters in the Sahel and a selection of DFID priority countries
This paper presents results from two phases of work, which were carried out
between May and July 2013 to build a stronger evidence base to support the
design and implementation of the Building Resilience and Adaptation to Climate
Extremes and Disasters (BRACED) Programme.

Evidence on Demand consultancy summary: Nepal Climate Change Support
Programme: Tranche II design support - NCCSP
A brief summary of the design support provided to DFID Nepal for the Nepal
Climate Change Support Programme (NCCSP). A 'second tranche' of finance
will enable the programme to explore the possibility and potential of rolling out
the Local Adaptation Plan for Action approach nationwide and provide direct
support in an additional 10 Districts in the Mid and Far West of Nepal
Evidence on Demand summary: Infrastructure Partnerships Programme: due
diligence of partners and projects
A short summary of an assignment which examined the due diligence of
partners and projects involved in the proposed Infrastructure Partnership
Programme. The aim of this programme is to reduce poverty through economic
growth in India's eight low income states.

Final report: evaluation of WASH capacity building interventions in Ethiopia
This is an independent evaluation of the capacity building interventions under
the International Development Association (IDA)/DFID supported Water Supply
and Sanitation Project (WSSP) and the WASH Capacity Building Project
supported by DFID, the Government of Finland (GoF) and the Italian
Development Corporation (ICD).

Final report: Stage 2 - Supporting climate resilient value chains
This report examines the coffee, tea and cotton value chains in DFID focus
developing countries and makes recommendations on ways in which these can
be made more resilient to climate change.
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