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Welcome to the second issue of the Evidence on Demand eBulletin. With Talking
Points on food waste and the future of resources (both linked to headline-generating
reports now accessible from our library); and a look ahead to the First Global Food
Security Conference (details of which can be found in our events directory) planning for a sustainable future is the big theme of this missive. Plus, we've got a
round-up of news from the Helpdesk and Consultancy Services we offer; some links
to great web resources; and feedback from the DFID Climate, Environment,
Infrastructure and Livelihoods Advisers Conference in Delhi.

News from the
Helpdesk
We offer DFID Advisers between two
and five days' worth of pre-paid time to
support high quality evidence, the
development of helpful materials or
analytical advice to feed into thinking
that has already been done. We can
respond to up to 240 enquiries over the
next two years and, to date, have
completed or started 44. The service is
also open to those outside DFID at a
competitive fixed daily rate. Work that
has recently been commissioned

Upcoming Events
For a comprehensive and searchable
guide to events focused on climate,
environment, infrastructure and livelihoods
then check out our Events Directory. This
week's highlight is the Global Grand
Challenges Summit.

through the service and is available in
our Library includes:
Transport Investment and Research
Statistics
Review of available information on how
the Clean Development Mechanism can
produce greater benefits for poor people
Review of what efforts exist to reform
the Clean Development Mechanism so
that more projects reach poor people
and communities in least developed
countries, including donor initiatives
If you would like us to help you source
current thinking on a particular subject
or produce a briefing note on something
tailored to your programmes then
contact Helpdesk Manager, Sarah
Goodwin.

We are getting some great feedback
from users of the helpdesk and we are
grateful for the time that you are
spending on this. It really does help to
improve the service we offer.

News from our
Consultancy Services
Since our service started in July we
have had 39 requests to support
operational or super specialist support
and have received contracts for 23 of
them. It has been a busy time. The work
that has been commissioned is
interesting and diverse ranging from
conducting a national carbon sinks
assessment in South Africa to an
evaluation of the capacity building
interventions under a water supply and
sanitation project in Ethiopia; and
fromestablishing an integrated social
protection Management Information
System in Kenya to analysing options
for a climate finance mechanism and
institutional framework for climate

On 12th-13th March, the Royal Academy
of Engineering in collaboration with the US
National Academy of Engineering and the
Chinese Academy of Engineering will
stage the inaugural Global Grand
Challenges Summit.
The prosperity of future generations relies
on unprecedented levels of interdisciplinary and international cooperation
in pursuit of solutions to global challenges.
Whether the task be providing clean water
for a soaring global population, or
developing the resilience of our
infrastructure to climate change, solutions
demand more than isolated efforts.
Instead, it is time to explore what could be
accomplished with a globally integrated
systems approach.
Read more >

New to the Evidence on
Demand Library

change governance.

Re|Source: Unlocking opportunities in a
resource constrained world, 12-13 July
2012
This report captures the key outputs from
Reports and outputs will be shared on
Re|Source 2012, a World Forum held by
our website as soon as we have final
the Smith School of Enterprise and the
approval. Often they offer a pragmatic
account of what works and what doesn't Environment at the University of Oxford,
developed in partnership with the
in a particular context and can often
Rothschild Foundation. This fourth World
prove useful material for learning
lessons when thinking about designing Forum addressed the global resource
challenge and looked at potential future
a programme or simply for finding out
solutions.
more on a particular topic.
Take a look at East Africa Geothermal
Energy - Review of Donor Initiative and
Current Regulatory Framework commissioned through our service

If you are interested in commissioning
work through our consultancy services
then contact Consultancy Services
Manager, Matthew Roberts.

News from our
Professional
Development Services
Our first three Topic Guides will be
published in the next quarter. They
focus on: [1] Agriculture and Growth; [2]
Strategic Environmental Assessment A tool for integrating environmental,
sustainability and climate change
considerations in development
processes; and [3] Adaptation Decision Making Under Uncertainty. All
in their final stages of production each
completed guide is will be reviewed and
house links to our library where online
key readings are publicly available.
Look out for seven more Topic Guides
that are just about to get under way and
that we hope to publish between May
and June this year. Agricultural
Productivity; Working with The Private
Sector; Ecosystem Services and
Poverty Reduction; Mainstreaming
Environment and Climate
Considerations into Humanitarian

Storm surge reduction by mangroves
This report explores the capacity of
mangroves to reduce storm surge water
levels and inundation, and hence to
reduce the impact of storm surges on
coastal populations and infrastructure.
Brazil: the $200 billion low carbon
opportunity
Brazil's green growth agenda provides UK
companies with significant commercial
opportunities for their low carbon products
and services. This report aims to describe
which subsectors represent particular
areas of opportunity for UK companies to
participate in Brazil's low carbon
development, and illustrate where along
the value chain the biggest commercial
opportunities lie.

What's Happening on the
International Stage?

Interventions; Methodologies for the
provision of housing for the poor including financing and services;
Blended Finance for Infrastructure and
Low-Carbon Development; Reducing
the Carbon Content of Infrastructure
Services; and a Review of
Methodologies for Calculating Carbon
Footprint.

First International Conference on
Global Food Security
29 September - 2 October 2013,
Noordwijkerhout, The Netherlands

Achieving global food security while
reconciling demands on the environment
is a great challenge. The urgency of the
Our eLearning zone will also open in the issue has led to huge scientific strides
next quarter with the launch of a new
forwards; making it difficult to keep up with
eLearning Module that we are
the rapidly expanding volume of scientific
developing with Dr Tom Tanner from
research. This event will focus on
the Institute of Development Studies
economic, social, biophysical,
(IDS). This will be a foundation module technological and institutional drivers of
to introduce professionals to the key
current and future global food security.
concepts of Greening Development
approaches and guidelines.
The conference will address food
production and access, and the trade-offs
between competing environmental,
Our Performance
economic or social objectives and
outcomes. Abstracts for oral and poster
presentations are invited and should be
submitted using the online submission
system by 10th May 2013.

Talking Points Revisited

A big thank you to all those who took
the time to talk to Evidence on
Demand's Ruth Sparrey at the recent
Climate and Environment, Infrastructure
and Livelihoods Advisers Conference in
Delhi.
RESPONDING TO RESOURCE
We continued our process of collecting INSECURITY
With Chatham House's comprehensive
information to feed into our baseline.
Your experiences were similar to those and persuasive report, Resources
Futures, now in the Evidence on Demand
captured in Arusha. In general, your
library, its author Bernice Lee sums up its
previous experience of using the old
key findings and explains the need for a
Resource Centres was positive. Your
main criticisms were related to quality of 'coalition of the committed' to ensure
some responses contracted through the sustainable management of the world's
natural resources.
call down facilities or through the
helpdesk. We will use your detailed

feedback to strengthen services offered
through Evidence on Demand.
Resource insecurity is back with a
vengeance. It is time for world leaders to
respond to burgeoning demand from
Around the Web
emerging economies, which has driven up
commodity prices and made them more
An Engineer's Toolkit
volatile, and led to supply disruptions,
A useful set of resources from the
environmental degradation and political
Institution of Civil Engineers for
tensions.
engineers working in international
Read more >
development.
WASTE NOT, WANT NOT
Climate Data Library
Climate data sets from the International In the wake of the Institution of
Research Institute on Climate and
Mechanical Engineers' headline-grabbing
Society.
report on food waste - Global Food: Waste
Not, Want Not - Evidence on Demand
Secure Livelihoods Research
talks to its co-author and lead researcher,
Consortium Blog
David Williams FIMechE
The current post is on getting beyond
seeds and tools in eastern DRC.
Having worked on a wide range of
agricultural engineering projects across
the globe for decades, consultant
engineer David Williams has been
consistently witness to the vast amount of
food wasted as a result of poor farming
practices, lack of decent storage facilities,
poor transport and lack of infrastructure particularly in the developing world.
Read more >

Contact Us | eBulletin Sign Up
The information contained in this e-mail and any attachment(s) may be confidential. It is
intended for the named addressee(s) only. If you are not the named addressee please
notify the sender immediately and do not disclose, copy or distribute the contents to any
other person other than the intended addressee(s).

