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Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Evidence on Demand eBulletin. We'll kick off our
quarterly updates in the New Year but for now, we wanted to share with you what
we've been up to for the last few months; introduce you to our brand new website and
document library; and give you a flavour of what to expect from future missives.

News

Useful resources
New to the Evidence on Demand
document library:
Engineers for Africa: Identifying
engineering capacity needs in subSaharan Africa Produced by the Royal
Academy of Engineering and AfricaUK Engineering for Development
Partnership

The big news from the Evidence on
Demand camp is the launch of our new
website and document library. Already
packed with documents relevant to our

This report makes a significant
contribution to the sparse existing data on
the issue of engineering capacity in subSaharan Africa. Research carried out
included a literature review, electronic
surveys to professional engineers from 18
countries, and interviews with key
decision-makers in the engineering sector
with experience right across the region.
The report identified a significant lack of

key thematic areas, it is set to expand
rapidly in the coming months with the
addition of new peer-reviewed topic
guides, quality-assured reports and a host
of other relevant knowledge products and
learning resources. Each document is
tagged with keywords and themes, and
the whole catalogue is fully searchable.
So whether you're after a specific piece of
information or you just want to browse the
collection, check out our brand new
library here.

What's happening on the
international stage?

Doha Climate Change
Conference
After a marathon 36-hour final session
following two weeks of talks, world
leaders at this year's climate change
conference finally negotiated the "Doha
Climate Gateway". Seeking to pave the
way towards a new protocol which will see
emissions targets set for developing as
well as developed nations in 2015, the
deal has met with mixed reactions. UK
Energy and Climate Change Secretary,
Ed Davy, has stated that while not perfect
the talks have led to "genuine progress", a
positive step towards the new treaty - A
view that is upheld by both the EU
Climate Chief and US Special Envoy for
Climate Change. However, many green
campaigners have labelled the talks weak
and ineffectual. Read more about what
went on and the resulting
agreement here.

engineering capacity and makes clear
recommendations to major stakeholders
with the potential to build engineering
capacity in the region, including foreign
donors and companies. Download the
report in full from the Evidence on
Demand Library here.
Elsewhere on the web:
World Bank ICT Agriculture
Sourcebook Produced by the World
Bank in collaboration with infoDev
This sourcebook is the result of efforts to
explore and capture the expanding
knowledge and use of ICT tools in
agricultural livelihoods. It provides
development practitioners with lessons
learned, guiding principles, and hundreds
of examples and case studies on applying
information and communication
technologies in poor agriculture.
Download the eSourcebook in full here.
Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) in the World Bank. Learning
from Recent Experience and
Challenges Produced by the World
Bank's Strategic Environmental
Assessment Community of Practice
This report reflects on the Bank's
experience on SEA and CEA (country
environmental analysis) over the last ten
years and draws lessons and good
practices from its findings. While focusing
on World Bank practice, it is likely to be of
interest to the global environmental
assessment community. Download the
report in full here.
The State of Food and Agriculture 2012
(SOFA) Produced by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
This new flagship annual report from the
FAO stresses how effective investing in
agriculture, specifically farmers, in the
poorest areas of the world, is at reducing
hunger in these regions, while protecting
the environment. Download the report in
full here.

Recent events

Talking Point revisited

Launch of Foresight Report: Reducing
Risks of Future Disasters - priorities
for decision makers Event hosted by
the Overseas Development Institute
(ODI) in November
This report, produced by the ODI, aims to
provide advice to decision-makers on how
science can effectively inform investment
in disaster risk reduction. It is part of the
Government's response to Lord
Ashdown's Humanitarian Emergency
Response Review, commissioned by
DFID.
At this launch, chaired by Sir John
Beddington - the Government Chief
Scientific Adviser, speakers gave
presentations on the report's key findings
including how science and evidence can
help in understanding evolving future
disaster risks and the practical actions
that can best be taken in risk reduction.
Watch a video of the event here.
The Commonwealth Association of
Planners (CAP) 40th Anniversary
Workshop
Members of the CAP - professional
organisations of urban and regional
planners across the Commonwealth - met
in London at the end of October to review
post-disaster planning, capacity building
of planning institutions, and the effect of
corruption and weak governance on
planning. Read more on Cliff Hague's
World View blog.

The first Evidence on Demand Talking
Point comes from Professor Bruce
Lankford of the University of East
Anglia who tackles the subject of
micro-irrigation in sub-Saharan Africa.
Currently finding popularity with a number
of NGOs and donors such as the
International Crops Research institute for
the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), two
types of micro-irrigation technology
nevertheless raise a number of questions
that throw doubt on their livelihoodfriendly qualities and ability to deliver
grain food security.
Read more.

Professional development

Our performance

The first expert-written, peer-reviewed
Evidence on Demand Topic Guide is in
the final stages of development and is
set for publication on our site early in
the New Year.

Thanks to all of those who took the
time to talk to Evidence on Demand's
Polly Gillingham at the recent DFID
conference for Climate, Environment,
Infrastructure and Livelihoods (CEIL)
advisers in Arusha.
This academically rigorous overview of
Agriculture and Growth, written by
Professor Frank Ellis of the University of
East Anglia, takes the reader through the
main arguments in current thinking on the
topic, offers a historical perspective, and
points to key readings for those who want
to learn more.

One of the reasons for our presence at
the conference was to undertake a
baseline survey for Evidence on Demand
based on the old Resource Centres - a
process that we will be completing at the
second CEIL conference in Delhi. On the
whole, your experiences of using the old
Resource Centres was very positive, a
fact testified by the high levels of repeat
Other Topic Guides in the pipeline include usage of both the Helpdesk and
for the Livelihoods cadre: Productivity,
Consultancy Services. What you liked
Land and Working with the Private Sector. were the speed of response and flexibility
And for the Climate & Environment cadre: of the services. The main criticisms were
Adaptation: Decision Making Under
around quality of responses and
Uncertainty and Strategic Environmental
knowledge management of outputs.
Assessment - A tool for integrating
environmental, sustainability and climate
All of this feedback has been very useful
change considerations in development
in not only helping us to complete our
processes.
logframe, but also in helping us to
strengthen the service that we provide to
you - building on what you like, and
addressing the concerns you raised. We
look forward to talking to those DFID
CEIL advisers who were not at Arusha in
Delhi!

